PRESS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE USE 
Penthesilea by Playades Theater Company 

Boy meets girl. Girl eats boy.
In their 3rd year at the Fringe, Playades Theatre Company remain true to their theme of unruly girls, presenting Heinrich von Kleist’s powerful myth of gender war, culture clash and lethal love in an acclaimed new translation by Joel Agee.
Heinrich von Kleist (1777 – 1811) was the Sarah Kane of his day, and Penthesilea his most scandalous piece of work: A young woman slaughters and devours the man she loves.  Substituting the classical concept of fate with politics and psychology, Kleist portrays a passionate and godless world in which religion and society program the genders for mutual destruction. A profoundly dysfunctional society, in which Penthesilea and Achilles can only court violently and love murderously.  Euripides meets Strindberg, one might say.
After being banned from the stage for almost a century, Kleist’s tragedy of the Amazon queen in most recent years is receiving increasing attention and applause for its radical subjectivity, graphic language and emphatically anti-authoritarian attitude. 

Playades Theatre Company’s production of Penthesilea will be the UK premiere of this German classic. Using the acclaimed translation by Joel Agee, Playades presents a lean 75min adaptation, merging verse, live music and physical theatre into a poetic and merciless trip to the dark side of love.

NOTES 

1. Penthesilea will perform at Sweet Grassmarket (Venue 18) Aug 1-25 21:00 (1hr 15mins) with tickets priced £10.00(£8.00)
2. Penthesilea is part of Sweet Venues selected programme Thirteen for ’13 a collection of performances investigating darker themes of the mind, history, imagination, personality and humanity.
3. Playades is a young international theatre company with a strong interest in exploring images of the female in literary history, both by devisig and by revisiting classics. Working with actors from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds, Playades Theatre Company aim to incorporate a variety of theatrical approches in their work and to introduce foreign themes   and plays to the UK.
4. Website: www.playades.co.uk 

5. Show Contact: Eva Mann : playades@hotmail.co.uk : 0740 180 77 15 

6. Venue Media Contact: Annie Marrs : annie@sweetvenues.com : 07912 042630
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