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December 18, 2012

I am the founder and director of Reprieve, and I am pleased to support to the tour Trash Cuisine in the UK in 2013. I believe that a tour of this show, already acclaimed in Amsterdam and Rotterdam, will firmly establish Belarus Free Theatre as a powerful and unique UK theatre company, as well as provoking debate on important issues.

Touring Trash Cuisine will bring awareness of the death penalty and conditions within prisons all over the world to another level in the UK. It will have specific focus on Liubou Kavalyova’s petitions Give my son’s body back and Belarus: Stop Executions and End the Death Penalty, both advocated by Belarus Free Theatre. These campaigns call for the bodies of those killed under Belarus death penalty laws to be returned to their families, as well as advocating an end to capital punishment in Belarus. Both petitions have already secured large numbers of signatures.

Belarus Free Theatre was founded seven years ago in Minsk by artistic directors Natalia Kaliada and Nicolai Khalezin. Due to the censorship laws of the Lukashenko regime, the company was forced to work underground. In 2010 four members of the company, including Natalia and Nicolai, fled to the UK.  Despite the difficulties of living and working as refugee artists in a constant state of upheaval, the company has consistently produced work of an extremely high quality which has been acclaimed in London, New York and many European cities including on tour in the UK. 

Belarus Free Theatre have managed to create stand out theatre in the last year which has already piqued the interest of the British public and raised their awareness of subjects which don’t often get the media attention they deserve. Most recently, Minsk, 2011: A Reply to Kathy Acker won a Fringe First in Edinburgh and then achieved a sell out run at the Young Vic.  King Lear, a huge success as part of the 2012 Cultural Olympiad in the Globe to Globe Festival, is set to return to the Globe in September 2013. Both touch on ideas of human rights issues, autocracy and a sense of losing control of power over oneself or one’s country.

For two years BFT has been based at the Young Vic where it recently became an associate company.  There is now a widespread appetite for their work. I believe that a tour of Trash Cuisine will enable BFT to expand their existing UK audience significantly. Belarus Free Theatre is now in a position to employ full time members of staff. I believe that with funding and support they will continue to grow artistically while realising a successful, stimulating and provocative tour
Yours sincerely, 
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Clive A. Stafford Smith
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